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Day 1, Saturday 17th Sep - Arrival 

Everyone arrived on time and after we collected everyone at the Warsaw airport we 
took a short drive down town to pick up Hugh and Janet at their B&B and we were on our 
way out into the wild.. :)

Had a short stop for lunch at a roadside cafe where our top choices were Polish 
herring, schabowy and golonka - traditional pork dishes. We took the more countryside 
roads rather than the quick and crowded motorway but didn’t see much wildlife on the 
way apart from a few Buzzards, Kestrel and some common birds. The views of a 
traditional, wooden countryside were certainly worth it!

Arrived at our cosy Wejmutka lodge for dinner and had the usual talk over a map 
afterwards.

Day 2, Sunday 18th Sep - Białowieża 

After a hearty Polish breakfast we started off with a few hrs walk in the forest, one 
of the nature reserves near the Belarus border. We walked through a variety of habitats, 
starting from a dry pine forest, through a bog spruce, bog alder and mixed deciduous 
patches. We have seen some fresh Wolf tracks and a few common forest birds like Crested 
and Coal Tits, Nuthatch, Great Spotted and Grey-headed Woodpeckers. But the 
highlight was a Pygmy Owl seen very well for quite some time just above our heads. 
Well, seeing the border with Belarus was also a highlight of a different kind :) And also a 
Red Squirrel close was nice :) On our way back through the meadows we have also seen a 
Red-backed Shrike and a Kingfisher over the Narewka river.

After lunch of sandwiches and freshly brewed coffee at the edge of the forest we 
transferred to the Palace Park in the centre of the village to take a look at the wild 
mushroom exhibition, an annual event organised by the National Park that lasts only 3 
days - as much as the wild specimens last and it was the last day of this exhibition today.

After a bit of free time there everyone stacked up on souvenirs (many stands on 
Sunday) and we decided to visit a yet another patch of the forest, this time a bog alder and 
a deciduous stand where Beaver activity was evident and we could admire and learn how 
important whey are inside the forest for creating a huge diversity of habitats.
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This evening, we planned for a Bison Safari and so we were on our way soon 
checking out many different sites. The area is huge and Bison could be everywhere but 
today we had an advantage over wild animals - another Wild Poland group was in the 
area at the same time so we split all the sites thus speeding up our efforts. We didn’t have 
to wait long as Peter, the other guide called me saying they had found two Bison at the 
edge of the forest. We were back with them in several minutes and started our careful 
approach.

We have soon realised there were many more animals with them but most were 
lying down in the tall grasses. We have counted 11 Bison. We stood at a safe distance and 
watched the herd slowly stand up and start feeding. Now we could suddenly see 27 
animals, cows, calves and bulls. A fantastic and unforgettable experience to be with this 
wild herd until sunset.

Happy we retraced our steps and drove back for dinner. This evening, apart from 
Bison we have also seen a few Roe Deer and Red Foxes plus a yet another Bison bull 
right in the middle of our track in front of the minibus - what a day!

Day 3, Monday 19th Sep - Białowieża 
This early morning we have decided for an early start to try for Wolves at one of our 

favourite patches. We have started with seeing a Racoon Dog at a road side. Soon after 
starting the walk, we found some fresh tracks and marked trees, saw Three-toed 
Woodpecker well, White-backed Woodpecker briefly, heard a few Middle and Lesser 
Spotted Woodpeckers. It was a beautiful, misty morning and many Red Deer could be 
heard rutting. We enjoyed the freshly brewed coffee at a small glade and walked back.  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The way back brought us some fantastic views of a Black Woodpecker and Nutcrackers. 
Breakfast was now well deserved!

After breakfast we met up with our guide Irek who took us on a few hrs walk in the 
Strict Protection Area of the National Park. Apart from the usual stunning forest, huge 
trees, colourful fungi and excellent explanations on the natural forest ecosystem by Irek, 
we have seen a few Woodpeckers, Nuthatch, Red Squirrels and a Great Grey Shrike.

During lunch at the ponds in the Palace Gardens we watched Spotted Flycatchers, 
Hawfinches, Crossbills, Nuthatches, Middle Spotted Woodpeckers and Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers, all seen quite close and well!

This afternoon our choice was another of my favourite trails deep in the centre of the 
forest, a good area for large mammals and woodpeckers. We aimed at a bog alder forest 
patch but were interrupted by a huge Bison bull ahead of us. We sat down quietly and 
watched it for a long time, standing right in the middle of the track and once it felt 
comfortable with us he looked back into the woods and.. the female walked up to him.  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It was a pair in love! What a sighting! We watched them for more than an hour as they 
walked into the woods, snugging and feeding slowly.

When they finally slowly disappeared in the forest we continued towards the boggy 
forest, thrilled and happy. Within a few minutes we managed to see several Hawfinch, 
Siskins, a White-backed and Middle Spotted Woodpeckers. A yet another unforgettable 
evening!

After dinner, we decided for a short night drive and enjoyed the views of ca. 10 Red 
Deer and 4 Roe Deer in torchlight plus heard a lot of Red Deer rutting.
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Day 4, Tuesday 20th Sep - Siemianówka Lake 
Today after breakfast, we visited the Siemianówka Lake for more bird variety. On 

our drive there we saw a Red Deer stag in the forest, an impressive Beaver dam with a 
Kingfisher and a Buzzard over it.

South of the lake was fairly quiet, we only saw some Herons and Great White 
Egrets so we transferred to the north of it and it soon proved to be a good decision. Upon 
arrival we saw an Osprey circling overhead and heard a pair of White-tailed Eagles 
calling in anger about the Osprey, obviously. A few moments later we managed to see the 
Eagles, they were very close, perched up the tree, a magnificent adult pair defending their 
territory. They gave us some stunning views flying around, displaying and calling from 
tree tops.

We walked further along the 
embankment and saw many waterbirds, 
Curlews, Lapwings, Cormorants, Swans, 
Cranes. A close Great Grey Shrike was 
accompanying us all along the way. 
Scanning through the willow shrub we even 
found three Elks (Moose) - two bulls, a 
young and an old one and one cow. They 
were far but gave great views in the scope.
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Lunch of home made sandwiches and a few bits of different local sausages and 
sękacz - a traditional Polish cake picked up at a local grocery on the way - was a welcome 
stop. Of course we haven’t forgotten the usual Wild Poland’s freshly brewed Brazilian 
arabica coffee :) 

This afternoon we aimed at the border of the National Park hoping for more Bison 
or Deer sightings. After a few moments at a Bison viewing platform it didn’t feel like 
much happening there apart from a Black Woodpecker flying around so we transferred to 
another site eager for more action. Well, what to say.. another good decision as we soon 
heard several Red Deer roaring close and within minutes they started coming out of the 
forest. In the next hour, they gave us an unforgettable spectacle of an undisturbed rut.  
A herd of 6 hinds was approached by 4 different stags, one of which proved dominant of 
course. We watched them thrilled and couldn’t leave the site until it was dark. Before we 
moved back to our minibus parked one kilometre away we also heard two different 
Pygmy Owls close.

The way back for dinner took us through the forest and we saw 4 Hares and one 
Yellow-necked Mouse in car lights.

Day 5, Wednesday 21st Sep - Białowieża to Biebrza 
We decided to use our last chance - last morning in the Białowieża Forest and try for 

Wolves once again. Wake up was early but necessary if you want at least a small chance of 
spotting them. We had an unforgettable atmospheric walk in the misty forest, saw more 
fresh Wolf tracks, one Red Deer stag, two Black Woodpeckers and one Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker.
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After another plentiful breakfast we packed our luggage and were on our way to the 
Biebrza Marshes. A brief stop at the Dojlidy fishponds brought us some great views of 
three White-tailed Eagles, Pochards, Wigeons, Great Crested and Little Grebes. We have 
also visited one of the colourful, wooden, old Ruthenian villages and had lunch of 
traditional Polish pierogi (stuffed dumplings) at a restaurant in Białystok.

A stop at the fishponds near Knyszyn was also brief because of the coming storm 
but nevertheless we saw a close Osprey, Whopper Swans and hundreds of Lapwings.  
A short transfer to the Biebrza Marshes and we have enjoyed our afternoon at a viewing 
tower overlooking a vast marshland where we have seen many Cranes and 2 Elks 
(Moose) in the distance.

After checking in at our hotel, a lovely, wooden Dwór Dobarz on the border of the 
National Park we met downstairs for drinks at the fireplace, a short talk about the plans 
for the next days over a map followed by a substantial Polish dinner.

Day 6, Thursday 22nd Sep - Biebrza Marshes 
A few of us were up before breakfast and we went for a short stroll in the village 

which is actually on the edge of the National Park and the marshes. In less than 1 hour 
and a few hundred metres walked we have seen a Red Fox, Roe Deer buck, Great Grey 
Shrike, flocks of Linnets and  Yellowhammers, Black Redstarts, Cranes, plenty of Barn 
Swallows, a few Song Thrush and heard a Black Woodpecker.

After a hearty breakfast we went on a drive around the best sites in the southern 
basin of the Biebrza. We visited a raised bog with insectivorous Sundews, a boardwalk in 
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the marshes near the old WW I Russian military fortress where we have had some great 
views of Penduline Tits (photo below by Artur Duchnowicz). During the next few stops 
we have seen some vast and unspoiled countryside and natural marshland, saw Rough-
legged Buzzard, Common Buzzards, Great Grey Shrikes and several large flocks of 
Cranes in the fields.

Lunch at a riverside with teas and coffees served by local farmers was such a 
peaceful site that we had to drag ourselves out from there. The last stop of the drive this 
afternoon was a viewing point overlooking a vast marshland in Burzyn. In about half 
hour we have seen 12 Cranes, 2 Red Foxes, one Elk bull and one Red Deer stag.

After an earlier dinner back at our guesthouse we were back in the minibus going 
for our famous Beaver boat cruise. The night was warm and we enjoyed the very close 
views of at least 8 different Beavers of different ages as they swam in front of our boat, 
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came out to the shores to mark the territory, groom their fur and feed on twigs. An 
unforgettable trip!

On our way back home we have seen two more Beavers at a pond just next to the 
road through the National Park and a total of 6 Roe Deer.

Day 7, Friday 23rd Sep - Biebrza Marshes 
Today we had our last full day out in the marshes, decided to visit a few different 

sites for more vast and unspoiled landscapes in the Biebrza National Park. The first was 
one of my favourite secret trails at the edge of the National Park where we enjoyed the 
silence, traditional landscape and the views of a Great Grey Shrike, a pair of adult White-
tailed Eagles plus an immature W-t Eagle on the ground.

Then we transferred to Goniądz town for lunch at a riverside and the stunning 
views of the river valley. Traditional Polish schabowy pork schnitzel and locally made lard 
for starter were perfect as always. We also had a short stop at the National Park offices 
where everyone got some souvenirs and we were back in the wild, taking a walk across 
the marsh at Barwik. It rained a little bit but nevertheless we have seen a pair of White-
tailed Eagles perched up a tree, plenty of Cranes in the sky and 2 Elks near - a cow with a 
calf. Not many photos from this day but we were all thrilled by the space, silence and 
natural landscapes.

Our last dinner together, back at the hotel, was big as always and we chatted over 
drinks long into the night, regardless of the planned early morning start!
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Day 8, Saturday 24th Sep - Biebrza to Warsaw 
This was our last day so we decided for a yet another dawn patrol before breakfast. 

The morning was a bit rainy but this time it was in our favour! The last few mornings had 
been cold and very misty until like 8 -9 a.m. which made Elk spotting impossible. Today, 
there was zero mist and we were dry and happy in our warm minibus, slowly driving 
across the National Park.

Suddenly I braked. There were two Elk quite near, visible well from the minibus. 
And a few more a bit further. We pulled over, took the scope out and found a good 
vantage point through the trees. Whooa, we saw a total of 10 Elks including a few bulls 
and cows with young. One of the cows even crossed the road ahead of us and was soon 
followed by its calf and.. a young bull hoping for some love, obviously. A fantastic 
morning and some unforgettable views of Elks. The rut was fully on!

After our last plentiful breakfast we 
have packed all the luggage, souvenirs and 
were on our way to Warsaw. But it wasn’t 
the end of wildlife watching as we saw 
another three Elks at the side of the road. 
They were approaching right at us so we 
waited a bit and saw a similar scene to the 
one earlier in the morning, a cow with a calf 
crossing the road ahead of us and being 
followed by a bull Elk. Fantastic end to our 
tour!
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Back at Warsaw old town, we had the usual walk pointing out a few important sites, 
buildings and monuments, followed by a lovely lunch at a small Polish-Jewish restaurant. 
That was it. We said goodbyes and drove everyone back to their hotels/airport on time. 

Thank you all for another unforgettable tour!

Checklist 
F - footprints
D - droppings
H - heard
C or X - common

MAMMALS

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 SUM

European Bison  Bison bonasus 27+1 2 2

Red Deer  Cervus elaphus H 10 5m 6f 1 1 H 6

Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus 1+3 6 3 7 3 3 6

Wild Boar  Sus scrofa 1 1

Elk  Alces Alces 3 2 1 4 10 5

Wolf  Canis lupus F F 2

Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes 3 2 1 3 1 5

Racoon Dog  Nyctereutes procyonoides 1 1

Badger  Meles meles F 1

Pine Marten  Martes martes D 1

European Beaver  Castor fiber ev ev ev 6+2 4

Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgarus 3 4 1 3

European Hare  Lepus europaeus 4 1

Bank Vole  Clethrionomys glareolus 1 1

Yellow-necked Mouse  Apodemus flavicollis 1 1

Number of species: 0 7 9 7 4 6 5 2 15

BIRDS

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 SUM

017 Little Grebe / Dabchick  Tachybaptus ruficollis 12 1

019 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 15 1

029 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 100 4 2

033 Great White Egret  Egretta alba 20 1 1 3

035 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 12 7 2

039 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 2 6 4 2 4

039 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus 3 1

WWW.WILDPOLAND.COM  12

http://www.wildpoland.com


WILDPOLAND TOUR REPORT - AUTUMN WILDLIFE, SEP 2016

043 Greylag Goose  Anser anser 6 1

049 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 20 10 20 12 1 2 6

051 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope 20 1

053 Common Teal  Anas crecca 3 1

053 Garganey  Anas querquedula 4 1

055 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina 4 1

057 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 30 1

075 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 3 3 5 3

075 Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 1 1 2

079 Greater Spotted Eagle  Aquila clanga 1 1

089 Rough-legged Buzzard  Buteo lagopus 1 1 2

091 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 2 7 1 2 3 3 9 7

091 European Honey-Buzzard  Pernis apivorus 1 1

093 Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 1 1

095 Common / Eurasian Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 1 2 2

115 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus H 1

117 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 1 1

117 Common / Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 20 1

119 Common Crane  Grus grus 150 200 500 300 4

137 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 6 400 2500 4 4

145 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 1 1

149 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata 4 1

151 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 6 1 2

171 Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus 20 2 2

173 Common / Mew Gull  Larus canus 2 1

175 Caspian Gull  Larus cachinnans 3 1

201 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia feral X X X 3 X X 6

201 Stock Dove  Columba oenas 2 1

201 Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus X X 4 3 X X 6

203 Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto X X X X 4

211 Pygmy-Owl  Glaucidium passerinum 1 2h 2

221 Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 1 2 1 3

225 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius 1 2 2 H2 1 5

225 Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis H 1

225 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus 1 1

227 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major H 3 1 1 4

227 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius 2 H H 3

229 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos 2 1

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 SUM
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229 Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides tridactylus 1 1

229 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor H 1 2

231 Skylark  Alauda arvensis H 2 2

243 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica X 100 1000 20 30 5

243 Northern House-Martin  Delichon urbicum 30 1

251 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba 2 3 1 3

255 Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 1 H 1 3

259 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula 1 X 1 1 4

263 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 3 1

275 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos X 3 X 3

275 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris 2 4 2

277 Blackbird  Turdus merula X X 12 3 4

283 Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 1 H 2

307 Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita X X Xx Xx X 5

311 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus 2 1

313 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 1 3 2

317 Great Tit  Parus major 6 X X X X 5

317 Coal Tit  Periparus ater 2 1 2

317 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 2 6 X X 4

319 Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus H H H 3

319 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus H 1 2 3

319 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris H H H 3

321 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 3 H H 2 4

321 Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus H 3 2

323 Nuthatch  Sitta europaea  H 10 1 3

325 Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris 1 1

327 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio 1 1

329 Northern / Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor 1 2 2 4 4

331 Magpie  Pica pica X 1 1 X X 5

333 Jay  Garrulus glandarius X Xx Xx Xx X X X 7

333 Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes 2 1 1 3

335 Jackdaw  Corvus monedula X X X X 4

337 Rook  Corvus frugilegus X X X X 4

337 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix X X X 3

337 Raven  Corvus corax 2 1 1 6 X 12 6

341 Starling  Sturnus vulgaris Xxx Xx X Xx 500 X X 7

343 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 20 10 X X 4

343 Tree-Sparrow  Passer montanus X 10 X X 4

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 SUM
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For full size photographs, please visit our news at www.wildpoland.com  
or our facebook page: www.facebook.com/wildpoland 

347 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 6 X 6 2 X 5

349 Linnet  Carduelis cannabina 12 1

351 Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 9 1 2

351 Siskin  Carduelis spinus 6 6 2

355 Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula H 1

355 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 4 X 5 6 4

357 Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra 12 H 2

373 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 4 1 20 3

Number of species: 13 34 33 51 41 34 38 0 91

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 SUM
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