JOUR REPORT

WILDLIFE WATCHING FESTIVAL
14-22 MAY 2016

9 DAY BIRD AND MAMMAL WATCHING EVENT
IN THE BIALOWIEZA FOREST AND BIEBRZA MARSHES

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY TOMASZ JEZIERCZUK AND LUKASZ NAZUREK
(WOLF BY JHE ROBINSON, LANX BY JOANNA AND IREK SHERCZSHSCY)

GUTDES: TOM, LUKE, BOGDAN, IREK, RALISZ

PARTICIPANTS: MARTIN, MAX (DE). WENDY, ROBIN, KEVIN (UK). RANDY, BRUND (USA), JaAP (NL), DAN (TE). STEVE, NIKE
(UK) + SARA, DOMEN (ST), FREDERICO (ES). REVIN, TERESA (UK), ANDREA (IT) EAILY (UK). BOUT, ALLAN, B0 (DK). NIRRT
(PH). WILLEM (ML), KRUS (PL), RANA (J0) PHILIP. CATHY (UR). BERT HARRIE (ML) NIELS, GABRIEL (§).

WILDLIFE: 16 MAMAAL AND 159 BIRD SPECTES RECORDED, FULL CHECRLIST ON PAGE 8
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DAY 0, FRIDAY £3TH NAY - THE DAY BEFORE ARRTVAL

We have been preparing to the festival for over a week and tried hard not to see
anything special but on this day, just several hours before the arrival of the main group of
participants we got a call from Irek - one of our guides about a tame Lynx just next to the
road. Lynx are rarely seen here so we couldn't resist and joined Irek and Asia on that
evening. Photographs by Irek and Asia Smerczynscy, many thanks!

DAY 1, JATURDAY 14TH MAY - ARRIVAL

Tom has collected everyone in Warsaw on time and the whole group was on the way
to Biatowieza with a short stop for lunch at a local restaurant. Wildlife seen on the way
included our first Thrush Nightingale and plenty of White Storks.

After a gorgeous home made dinner in Wejmutka, we officially started the festival.

DAYS 2-0, SUNDAY 1TH - MONDAY 16TH MAY

Several trips were offered and most were fully booked. Here is a small selection of
what we saw in just two days. Highlights were a Wolf seen on Monday morning during
our Pygmy Owl excursion at dawn (Photo by Mike Robinson mikesbirdpics.weebly.com)
and a 3hrs walk in the Strictly Protected Area of the National Park with Bogdan
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Jaroszewicz - a former deputy director of the National Park and a wealth of knowledge
about the forest. An interesting observation was also that of a Beaver in the village one
morning. It was probably a 2-3 year old kicked away from the family’s nest nearby to start
living on its own.
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DAYS 4-3, TUE 177H-WED 16TH MAY

The main group went on to a 2-day trip in the Biebrza Marshes with Luke while
Tom kept running short trips in the Bialowieza Forest with others. Highlights during these
days were probably several Beavers seen very well during our boat trip, Bison, Elks,
Bluethroats, White-tailed Eagles, Grey-headed, Black, Lesser-spotted & Middle-spotted
Woodpeckers, Great Bittern, Hoopoes, Grebes... there was surely something special to
everyone!
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DAYS 6-8, THU 19TH-SAT 24T HAY

Several trips were run for various species as well as forest habitats, dawn patrols for
mammals, Siemianéwka Lake and special requests.
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Our last day was reserved for individual requests so that everyone had a chance to
catch up with whatever was missed or get back to a favourite site once again.

On Saturday evening we invited everyone for a traditional Polish campfire dinner in
the middle of the forest. There was traditional Polish music, singing, sausages cooked
over fire and local beverages.. ;)

DAY 9, SUN 22ND MAY

This early morning there were no trips planned and it felt really weird :) After our
last breakfast together the core group boarded our bus back to Warsaw for a short walk in
the Old Town with Kalisz and a traditional Polish lunch at a small restaurant.
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CHECKLIST

F - footprints
H - heard
C - common

Mammals

Species name Day1 Day2 Day3 Day4 Day5 Day6 Day7 Day8 Day9 SUM
European Bison Bison bonasus 2 3 18 4 4
 RedDeer Couselphus - is 7 7 2 ela. | s
 RoeDeer Capreoluscapreolus 1 5 1 5 3 7 6
. WidBoar sussooa w2
Bk AbesAkes S I 2
Wit Gemepes L i e 1
 RedFox Vupeswipes 2 2 2 3
" RacoonDog Nyctereutes procyoroides P 1
 Badger Melesmeles P 1
" PmoMerten Martesmates L 1 2 2
" EuropeanBeaver Castorfber 2
 RedSquirel Souruswigaus 1 2 2 2 2 1 6
 EuropeanHare Lepusewropaeus o 3 2
 Bankvole Ciioromys glareolus I O e P T e Y
 WaterVole Awicolaterrestis T 1
 YellowneckedMouse Apodemus favicolis 11
Number of species: 1 4 5 4 7 6 10 6 0 16
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BIRDS
Species name Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day SUM
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

017 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

019 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena

Great / Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris

033 Great White Egret Egretta alba

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

. White Stork Ciconia ciconia

039 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

Greylag Goose Anser anser

049 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Gadwall Anas strepera

. Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata

053 | Common Teal Anas crecca

: Garganey Anas querquedula

055 Common Pochard Aythya ferina

. Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca

057  Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

. White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla

079 Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga

~Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus

087 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus

j Common Buzzard Buteo buteo

091 European Honey-Buzzard Pernis apivorus

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

111 | Corncrake Crex crex

Little Crake Porzana parva

117 Common / Eurasian Coot Fulica atra

. Common Crane Grus grus

145 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
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Species name Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day SUM
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

145 iGreen Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 1 1 2

145 ;Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 2 2 2
147 CommonRedshank Tringatotarus 1 1 12 12 .
149 Blackailed Godwit Limosalmosa 1 20 1 3
149 Eurasian Curlew Numeniusarquata W 1
151 EurasianWoodcock Scobpaxrustcoa B 1
151 GreatSnipe Galinagomeda 7 i I 1
151 CommonSnipe Gallnago galinago 5 5 12 4 1 5
57 Ruft Phiomachuspugnax 1 1
171 Blackheaded Gull Laws ridbundus G 1 s0 % 20 5
175 CasplanGull Lauscachinnans S 1
187 CommonTem Stemahindo s 11 aia | 4 i i 5
193 BlackTern Chidoniasmiger s 5 2 12 2 5
198 White-winged Tem Chiconias lewcopters 20 1
193 WhiskeredTem Chidonias hybrica 2 & 20 3
201  FeralPigeon Coumbalviaferal 0 1i6 85 | | 4
201 StockDove Coumbacenss 1 B R 2
201 WoodPigeon Colmbapalmbus | Hoo0 2 6 6 4 6
203 Collared Dove Steptopelia decaocto 1 2 1 3
205 Cuckoo Cuculuscaross Hic 3 6 4 .H!H! | 7
207 TawnyOwl Stxaco 1

211 Pygmy-Owl Glaucidum passerioum 1

217 Nightjar Caprimugus europaeus 1

219 Switt Apusapus 1 5

Hoopoe Upupa epops

227 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos 2
| medius i 5

229 White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos
. leucotos

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos

229 j Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 1
231 Skylark Alauda arvensis 10
233 Woodlark Lullula arborea
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Species name Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day SUM
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

241 %Sand Martin / Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 10 30 2
248 BamSwallow Hundorstica c ¢
243 Northern House-Martin Defichon ubicum c <
245  TawnyPipit Anthus campestis
249 Meadow Pipit Anthuspratensis 1
249 TeeePipit Anthustivals 3
251 White Wagtail Motacilagba c o
258 YellowWagtail Motacila feva 1
‘253 Citrine Wagtail Motacilacireoa
255  Wren Tioglodytes toglodytes G
257 Hedge Accentor/Dunnock Prunclamodularis 1
250 EuropeanRobin Erithacus ubecua 1 G
250 ThrushNightingale Lusciniausciia | Ho 2
‘261 | Bluethroat Lusciiasvecica ||
1263 | Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 1 2
263 BlackRedstart Phoenicurus ochruros 2
273 Whinchat Saxicoambera s 2
‘275 SongThrush Turusphiomelos c ¢
‘275 MistleThrush Turdusviscvorus
‘275 Fieldfare Tuduspiaris c ¢
277 Blackbird Tudusmera c ¢
281 BamedWarbler Syvanisoia 2
281 GardenWarbler Syiaborn 1
283 Blackeap Syvaaticapila c ¢
283 LesserWhitethroat Syacumuca 2 1
287  Common Whitethroat Sywia communis | 1 |
291 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 1 1
291 Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicoa
203 Grasshopper-Warbler Locustellanaevia | Ho
295  RiverWarbler Locustollafuviatiis 2
295 Savi'sWarbler Locustella luscinioides 2 W
297  Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scipaceus
207 Marsh Warbler Acocephalus palusts 1
209 GreatReed-Warbler Acrocephalis 1 1

. arundinaceus

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina

. Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix
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Species name Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day SUM
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
307 | Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 2N NCIN NG RCE E 7

j Goldcrest Regulus regulus

311 Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla

| Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

315 Pied-Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 1

1 2
315 Collared Fiycatcher Ficeduaabicolis 2 ¢ I RTINS O 6
317 GreatTit Pasmaor . C  C 2 1 12 6 H 7
317 CoalTt Perpamsaer W s 1 .
317 BlueTit Cyanisescaeress  Cc C 1 1 ¢ 6 2 7
319 Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus  H 1 W 3
319 WillowTit Poecie montarus TR 1
319 MarshTit Posciepatistis c i1 W12 5
321 Longtailed Tit Aegithalos cawdaus > 2 4 1 .
321 PendulineTit Remizpenduinus 2 8 | 4 i 3
323 Nuthatch Sitaewopsea 1 C 3 s 2 2 6
'35 Treecreeper Corthiafamiiais W 1 1 1 2 3 H /|
327 Redbacked Shrike Lanuscolurio > 3 2 20 3 & 2 7
1329 Northern/Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubior 2 1 1 3
331 Magpie Pcapica 1
3% Jay Gamumwsglandass 1 C
338 Nutcracker Nuciragacanyocatactes
335 Jackdaw Conusmonedua
337 Rook Conwusfugiegus
337 HoodedCrow Conuscomx 1

347  Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs . c

349 | Linnet Carduelis cannabina 2 4 10 | 6 5
351 Goldfinch Cardueliscarduelis cici | 2 12 6 2. | 6
351 Greenfinch Carcuelischor's  C 2 e 12 1 2 6
351 Siskin Carduelssprus s i
383 Serin Sernussernus 11 A 2 .
3% Bulfinch Pymulpyrhua 2 1
355 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothvaustes 4 C 4 w0 2 3 6
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Species name Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day SUM
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
357 %Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra H
‘359 CommomScarletRosefinch Camocacus 1 2 1 2 4 3
© erythrinus ; 1 1 : 1 ;
‘367  ReedBunting Emberizaschoenicus 1 1 5  C 6
‘371 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortwiana 6
378 Yellowhammer Emberizacitinela 2 1 1 ¢ ¢ c
‘377 ComBunting Emberizacabnda 2 3
Number of species: 2 78 78 72 102 17 77 71 2 153
OTHER
Species name Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day Day SUM
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Smallwhite A S
 SpeckedWood T 1
 Frebelidoad s w0 2
. Edbefog 51 . i L i 2

: Orange tip

Wood white

Swallowtail

Dawny emerald

Green hairstreak

- Tau emperor : : : : o1 I : : 2
C Mepbutedy g
CBdmsone Ly
C Greenveined g
ereentad w0y
 CommonFrog Ranatemporara 4 q
 MoorFrog Ranaanals )
 TeeFrogHyaaboea  H H H H H H H 7

Number of species: 0 2 4 5 5 12 3 3 0 22

FOR FULL SIZE PHOTOGRAPHS, PLEASE VISIT OUR NEWS AT WWW.WILDPOLAND.COM
OR OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILDPOLAND
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