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30 Jan - 6 Feb 2016 

8 day mammal watching tour 
 in the Białowieża Forest and Biebrza Marshes 
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Tour Leader: Andrzej Petryna 
Participants: John, Lesley, Philip, Rosemary 
Wildlife: 16 mammal and 36 bird species recorded, full checklist on page 7 



WILDPOLAND TOUR REPORT - WINTER MAMMALS, JAN - FEB 2016

Day 1, Saturday 30th Jan - Arrival 

After a few stops at Warsaw hotels all our team was gathered together in the van 
and left Warsaw warm (+12°C), heading towards Białowieża. Driving through the city we 
saw some typical urban birds: Hooded Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie and Black-headed Gull at 
the Vistula River. Out of Warsaw we noticed a few Buzzards hovering over the fields. 
With some stops on the way (lunch, coffee), finally we reached our hotel late afternoon. 
Białowieża welcomed us colder - only +3 °C.

   With extra energy after a big hearty dinner we discussed our plans for the next 
days over a map.

Day 2, Sunday 31st Jan - Białowieża Forest 
Temp. +5°C, drizzle in the morning 

We went out early morning to look for our first Bison, but we had started the day 
with White-tailed Eagle flying over the Strict Reserve. After a few visits to different 
places, finally we found 1 Bison near the village and then 5 Bison bulls in the far end of 
the village clearing. Wet but happy we went back to our family-run hotel for an excellent 
breakfast.

   After breakfast we decided to explore the northern part of the Białowieża Forest. 
We checked the large meadows north of the forest, but we found plenty of fresh footprints 
and droppings of Bisons only. When we looked round along the forest edge, we found 
Wolf footprints on the path. We went back to the forest, but still in its north part. After a 
picnic lunch we made some forest walks, starting from a clearing with the river. We found 
plenty of trees chopped down by Beavers and their tunnels made in elevated banks of the 
river, and the other 2 White-tailed Eagles soaring over the clearing as well as a Black 
Woodpecker. Due to a rather spring than winter weather, Bisons moved somewhere 
deeper to the forest from the clearing, but the day seemed to be too short to make the 
longer walk into the forest, so we decided to do it the next day. On the way back we found 
plenty of mammal footprints and a Wolf dropping on the road.

   We stopped at a forest bar for the drink and then went back to our hotel, meeting a 
Long-eared Owl flying across the road. After a tasty, as usual, dinner we did an evening 
forest drive to look for Wolves, but they didn't answer our howling.
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Day 3, Monday 1st Feb - Białowieża Forest 
Temp. -1°C, snowing in the morning, later +2°C 

Sudden come-back of winter has changed the landscape, so we made a pre-breakfast 
drive to see the Bisons in a winter scenery. We found 4 bulls at the forest edge, playing 
and pretending fights. We stopped there for long time, enjoying the show in the snow.

   On our way to the forest after breakfast we stopped to see a Beavers lodge and a 
small dam behind Białowieża, then a short stop at a historical XIXc. train station with a 
collection of old steam engines - it satisfied especially Philip, who was interested in 
railways.

   During a forest walk in search of Bisons we heard a pecking - it was a male Three-
toed Woodpecker feeding on nearest trees for a long time. Finally a female came along 
and the pair disappeared. Although nobody in the group was a birdwatcher, we were 
lucky to see a lot of interesting birds - the next was a White-backed Woodpecker, one of 
the rarest in Europe. At the end we found a big herd of Bisons - 18 cows with young. They 
were very shy, so we didn't manage to get close to them. On the way back we met a Wild 
Boar standing in the middle of the road, but it disappeared while we were taking out our 
cameras.

   After this longish walk we stopped for a late lunch at a local bar trying bigos, 
traditional Polish dish made of stewed Sauerkraut and meat. In late afternoon we tried 
Wolf howling once more but with the same results.

   Big dinner in our hotel was a good final of this long winter-day.
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Day 4, Tuesday 2nd Feb - Białowieża Forest 
Temp. +5°C, windy 

We started our day with the visit to the Strict Reserve, the oldest part of the National 
Park. While the group was visiting this natural forest, I went out to look for Wolf traces in 
the Białowieża Glade around the Strict Reserve. I found Wolf footprints from last night, 
but it was no hope to show them all to the group because of rapid snow melting. 

   Two Red Squirrels were seen in the Strict Reserve and some Bank Voles, and a 
Black Woodpecker passed over. Our local guide, Irek, gave us a lot of information on 
ecology of natural forests. After lunch we continued forest walks in the centre of 
Białowieża Forest. We saw 3 Red Deer stags with nice antlers, posing long enough to take 
photos. Numerous tits were feeding around, so we had the opportunity to see Long-tailed 
Tit, northern race with a completely white head, and to hear calls of Crested and Willow 
Tits. We saw a lot of mammal footprints as usual.

   After a great dinner with a local speciality - potato cake, we went off to look for 
Beavers. We spotted one very soon, feeding at the bank of the river, later swimming for a 
long time in the spotlight. It was a very good sighting!

Day 5, Wednesday 3rd Feb - Białowieża to Biebrza 
Temp. +3°C, windy 

Today we were heading NW towards Biebrza Marshes, driving through very 
picturesque villages with a lot of traditional wooden houses with characteristic window 

shutters, typical for this Podlasie region. We 
stopped at one of the villages to see it 
closer.
   When we reached the marshes, we 
checked some canals in wet meadows in 
search for Otters. There was no ice on water 
surface, so the animals dispersed along the 
canals. We did find Otter droppings, 
however, with plenty of frog bone 
fragments in them.
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   After lunch we drove along the southern basin of Biebrza Marshes. Suddenly we 
saw Elks at the edge of forest. It was an old female with two calves. They were interested 
mainly in feeding, so we sneaked very close to them. It was a pity it was a dark, cloudy 
afternoon.

   We reached our hotel, placed just at the bank of the Biebrza River with open view 
to the marshes, and then discussed our plans for the next days after a fantastic, as usual, 
dinner.

Day 6, Thursday 4th Feb - Biebrza Red Marshes 
Temp. +2°C, windy, some snow 

This whole day was devoted to the visit to Red Marsh Reserve in the middle basin of 
the Marshes. The Reserve covers the area of forest on sand dunes in the Marshes - so it is a 
good area for Wolf and Lynx hunting for angulates feeding in the forest. We found plenty 
of fresh Wolf footprints and numerous Wolf droppings. In one place we found a lot of 
bones of Elk, hunted by Wolf some years ago. In some places on the dunes we found the 
so called latrines - places where different mammal species (e.g. Badger, Racoon Dog, Pine 
Marten, Fox, and even Wolf) leave their droppings in one place. In more open space in the 
dunes we saw a Greater Spotted Eagle, scarce breeder in this area, extremely rare in 
winter.

   It was sometimes difficult to see anything because of snow with strong wind, but 
also we had some breaks in snowing, so it was a proper time to have a picnic lunch in the 
forest. After lunch we walked back through the different forest habitats and the marsh 
biotopes.

WWW.WILDPOLAND.COM  5



WILDPOLAND TOUR REPORT - WINTER MAMMALS, JAN - FEB 2016

Day 7, Friday 5th Feb - Biebrza Southern Basin 
Temp. +3°C, windy 

After en early breakfast we went back to the southern part of the Marshes. At the 
first road we walked along we found a lot of footprints of Elk, Fox, Racoon Dog, but one 
of them looked interesting - probably Lynx footprints: the place when it sat on the road 
and some footprints, unfortunately not very prominent in this very thin layer of melting 
snow (less than 1 cm). 

   We decided to check the river in the south-east corner of the Marshes. We saw a 
single Elk in the forest in the distance, after a while it disappeared among the trees.

 Directly after lunch at the bar we went down to the river and found Otter 
swimming towards us from the opposite bank of the river. It landed quite close to us, but 
immediately disappeared somewhere under the bank. We walked along the river and we 
saw American Mink at the glance, and beautiful Goosanders swimming and flying along. 

We also met a single Crane, definitely one of the first ones this year in the Marshes.
   On the way back to our hotel we saw a group of Elks in car's lights near the road, 

but it was too dark to see them well in the forest.
 It was nice to have a good dinner after this cold day and to make our final animal 

list after that.
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Day 8, Saturday 6th Feb - Biebrza to Warsaw 
Temp. +5°C 

After a short stop at a reconstructed, 
mediaeval castle in Tykocin and a coffee 
stop on the way - we parked our van near 
the centre of Warsaw. We had a big lunch at 
one of the Old Town restaurants, and we 
finished our trip with a historical walk in 
the New and Old Towns of Warsaw. 

Happy, everyone got dropped off at 
their hotels/airports in the evening.

Checklist 
F - footprints
D - droppings
H - heard
X - seen

MAMMALS

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 SUM

European Bison  Bison bonasus 6 23 29

Red Deer  Cervus elaphus F F 3 2 F 5

Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus 3 F F F F 3

Wild Boar  Sus scrofa F 1 F F 1

Elk  Alces Alces 3 F 5 8

European Lynx  Lynx lynx F? 1

Wolf  Canis lupus F, D F F F, D 1

Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes F F, D F 1

Racoon Dog  Nyctereutes procyonoides F F F, D F 1

Badger  Meles meles D 1

Eurasian Otter  Lutra lutra D 1 1

Pine Marten  Martes martes D D 1

American Mink  Mustela vison 1 1

European Beaver  Castor fiber 1 1

Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgarus F 2 2

Bank Vole  Clethrionomys glareolus 1 1

Number of species: 0 8 5 8 3 9 8 0 16
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For full size photographs, please visit our news at www.wildpoland.com  
or our facebook page: www.facebook.com/wildpoland

BIRDS

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 SUM

039 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor x x 2

049 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos x 1

069 Goosander  Mergus merganser x 1

075 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 3 1 2

Greater Spotted Eagle  Aquila clanga 1 1

089 Rough-legged Buzzard  Buteo lagopus x x 2

091 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo x x x 3

119 Common Crane  Grus grus x 1

171 Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus x 1

213 Long-eared Owl  Asio otus x 1

225 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius x x x 3

227 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major x 1

227 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius x 1

229 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos x 1

229 Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides tridactylus x 1

275 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris x x 2

277 Blackbird  Turdus merula x x 2

311 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus H 1

317 Great Tit  Parus major x x x x 4

317 Coal Tit  Periparus ater x 1

317 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus x x x 3

319 Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus x 1

319 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus x x 2

319 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris x x 2

321 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus x 1

331 Magpie  Pica pica x 1

333 Jay  Garrulus glandarius x x x 3

335 Jackdaw  Corvus monedula x 1

337 Rook  Corvus frugilegus x 1

337 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix x 1

337 Raven  Corvus corax x 1

343 Tree-Sparrow  Passer montanus x 1

347 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs x 1

351 Siskin  Carduelis spinus x 1

355 Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula x x 2

373 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella x x 2

Number of species: 2 13 12 13 3 3 9 1 36
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