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Tour Leader: Łukasz (Lucas) Mazurek 
Participants: Phil, Leslie, Joe, Narelle, Matthew, Bradley, Heather (uk) 
Wildlife: 12 mammal and 26 bird species recorded, full checklist on page 5 
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Day 1, Friday 13th Feb - Arrival 

The group arrived the day before and we have met at their hotel downtown. By 
16.30 we were on the bus and on our way north east. 1 Common Buzzard and 2 Hares 
were seen on the way but it soon became dark and we enjoyed the drive while Lukas 
introduced the group to the history and nature of nort eastern Poland. After checking in, a 
lovely dinner of traditional Polish soup and meats was followed by a short talk over a 
map.

Day 2, Saturday 14th Feb - Białowieża 
Temp. -6° C 

Narelle and Matthew joined us for this morning Bison Safari. We visited the 
meadows N of Bialowieza at first and had good views of 1 Bison bull in the scope. It was 
still before sunrise so we decided to also check out the meadows N of the Forest. Driving 
through the forest we saw a Wild Boar and when we arrived at the meadows, a herd of 44 
Bison was just waiting for us in the first rays of the sun.

After breakfast, we had some free time to enjoy the birds in the garden and the area. 
Phil went for a walk in the village and discovered a lot of fresh Beaver evidence in the 
form of cut trees.

Our afternoon trip was a Wolf Patrol for which we chose two different locations in 
the Teremiski and Budy area. The first part of the walk brought us plenty of footprints in 
the snow as not only Bison, Deer and Boar could be seen, but Foxes, Hares, Pine Marten 

WWW.WILDPOLAND.COM  2

http://www.wildpoland.com


WILDPOLAND TOUR REPORT - WINTER BISON & WOLVES, FEB 2015

and a Badger, too. We have also found an old wolf kill - a Bison and for a while we 
thought we heard a Pygmy Owl which later turned out to be a local naturalist and 
journalist Adam checking the area and whistling for the Owls :)

After lunch of sandwiches and freshly brewed teas and coffees we transferred to 
another site where again a variety of tracks were abundant. In the forest, we saw one 
Bison and a bit later a herd of about 12 Bison and enjoyed the views through the scopes.

Day 3, Sunday 15th Feb - Białowieża 
Temp. -5° C 

This early morning we have gone on a Wolf Howling drive and a walk. Bradley and 
Heather have joined us and we were out just after 5 am. Several howling sessions brought 
us a Tawny Owl but no response from Wolves. We still had the time for a short walk so 
decided to visit the Kosy Most area. No sign of Wolves there, but a beautiful winter 
landscape and tracks of American Mink and Beavers made everyone really enjoy that 
walk. On our way back, Heather spotted a herd of ca. 8 Red Deer in the forest. The rest of 
the morning was free for personal exploration and everyone seemed to enjoy that time at 
their leisure.

After lunch (wonderful Polish potato pancakes with sour cream!) we met Ewa - our 
guide to the Strictly Protected Area of the National Park - the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and a Biosphere Reserve. Ewa was very knowledgable and extremely enthusiastic (as 
always!) and everyone enjoyed that afternoon.

At the same time, another part of the group went off for an additional Bison Safari. 
We have started in the meadows up north and the first place we visited was already a 
great success. There was a large herd of ca. 70 Bison quite close that gave us great views. 
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An hour later, at another site we saw another mixed herd of 10 animals, bulls, cows and 
calves. We enjoyed the usual warm drink and went off for a short walk in the forest at 
dusk that has given us a yet another Bison - a lone bull to top a successful evening. New 
birds seen on that day included a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker.

Day 4, Monday 16th Feb - Białowieża to Warsaw 
Temp. -8° C in Białowieża to -2° C in Warsaw 

This day started early again as part of the group wished for an additional Wolf 
Howling trip. We did the usual routine howling at several sites (no response apart from 
the Tawny Owls) and decided to go deeper into the Wolves’ territory as the time allowed.

After ca. 500m we found the first tracks of 2 Wolves and followed them through the 
forest just to discover a meeting point with another part of the pack 4–6 animals strong 
and heavy territory marking. It was an amazng experience to follow them all for the next 
1 km or so, discover more scent marking, pissing, scratching and droppings. Everyone 
was eager to continue tracking even further but we had to come back for breakfast and the 
rest of the group.

After breakfast, we came back to the same area so that everyone could see our great 
find from early morning. Seeing fresh footprints and territory marking of 6–8 Wolves was 
indeed a special experience for everyone. On our way there we also had an amazing 
sighting of a huge Bison bull crossing the road just in front of the bus (first spotted by 
Leslie) and we topped the day off with a herd of 33 Bison in the meadows at the edge of 
the forest.
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We had lunch of traditional Polish pierogi (dumplings) and potato cakes at a 
roadside bar and were at the airport on time for everyone to catch their flights. Narelle 
and Matthew had a bit more time before having to check in so we dropped them off 
downtown to enjoy a bit of Warsaw old town.

Checklist 
F - footprints
D - droppings
H - heard
C - common

MAMMALS

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 SUM

European Bison  Bison bonasus 60 81 34 175

Red Deer  Cervus elaphus F 8 8

Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus F 0

Wild Boar  Sus scrofa 1 F F 1

Wolf  Canis lupus Prey 6 - 8 F + D 0

Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes 1 F F 1

Badger  Meles meles F F 0

Pine Marten  Martes martes F F + D 0

American Mink  Mustela vison F 0

European Beaver  Castor fiber F F 0

Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgarus F F F 0

European Hare  Lepus europaeus 2 F F 2

Number of species: 1 11 9 6 12

BIRDS

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 SUM

091 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1 2 2 3 8

201 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia feral C 0

207 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco H 0

227 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 5 4 H 9

227 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius 1 1

229 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor 1 1

275 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 1 1

275 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris 1 1

317 Great Tit  Parus major 10 C 10

317 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 4 5 9

319 Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus 3 3
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For full size photographs, please visit our news at www.wildpoland.com  
or our facebook page: www.facebook.com/wildpoland 

319 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus 3 1 4

319 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris H 0

321 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 10 10 20

323 Nuthatch  Sitta europaea  5 1 6

331 Magpie  Pica pica 1 1

335 Jackdaw  Corvus monedula C C 0

337 Rook  Corvus frugilegus C C 0

337 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix C 0

337 Raven  Corvus corax 8 3 11

343 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 1 1

343 Tree-Sparrow  Passer montanus 4 4

347 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 5 4 9

351 Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris 2 2

351 Siskin  Carduelis spinus 40 30 70

355 Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 11 3 14

Number of species: 4 19 14 5 26

Species name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 SUM
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